


Dear XXXX,
						
I find it hard asking someone to make a donation. I guess we all do. But, today I am writing to you about a cause that is important to me and a cause I know you will want to support. I have decided to take steps in the fight against multiple sclerosis (MS) by participating in Challenge Walk MS: Chesapeake Challenge 2014, a 2 day, 50k held on September 6th & 7th. I am asking you to join me in this important fight by becoming a sponsor.

In tough economic times, the services of non-profits organizations like the National MS Society are needed more than ever. Donors like you play a huge role in allowing the Society to work towards a world free of multiple sclerosis while continuing to provide programs and services that improve the quality of life of those impacted by the disease. Here are two examples of these much needed funds at work:

· Ms. M and her teenaged daughter were living in a homeless shelter and nearing the end of the time they were eligible to stay. The Maryland Chapter assisted with the 1st month’s rent and security deposit. This allowed them to secure an apartment in a safe and secure environment.

· Due to balance and fatigue issues, Ms. H was is unable to get up and down the staircase in her home. She was unable to greet her daughter when she arrived home from school or participate in any family events because of this barrier. The Chapter was able to provide financial assistance and leveraged additional funds to have a stair lift installed. This enabled her to participate more fully in the lives of her family and the community.
The National Multiple Sclerosis Society is committed to ensuring that the maximum amount of money raised funds groundbreaking research and provides direct services for people living with MS.  They are the world’s largest private funder of MS, spending more money on MS research than any other voluntary health agency in the world. Locally, the Maryland Chapter provided nearly $320,000 in 2013 for use by people with MS to cover the cost of in-home care, transportation to and from medical appointments, durable medical equipment, and emergency financial assistance. The Chapter also provided information and referral services to over 1,200 individuals last year alone.
You can help me reach my fundraising goal of $_______ and make a difference in the lives of those living with MS by sponsoring me in Challenge Walk MS. Just visit my fundraising page at XXXX and click on the “Donate” tab to sponsor me online. It’s easy. All cash or checks can be sent directly to the Maryland Chapter at: 2219 York Road, Suite 302, Timonium, MD 21093, ATTN: Challenge Walk MS. Checks should be made payable to the National MS Society.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Your support will mean so much to me and the 2.3 million people worldwide living with MS. Can I count on your help?

Your Friend,

XXXX


